THE MISSING PIECE

At Your Service. . .

How much would it cost to ﬁll
a 55-gallon barrel with LVMWD
water if the customer was in the
highest (fourth) billing tier?

Emergency Service - 24/7
LVMWD provides emergency service
around the clock including weekends
and holidays.
If you see a water leak, a
gushing hydrant or wastewater
bubbling out of a manhole, call
818-251-2100 day or night and
follow the instructions to report
the problem.

Send your response to:
The Missing Piece, LVMWD, 4232 Las Virgenes Road,
Calabasas, CA 91302, or submit your answer electronically
by sending an e-mail to dlow@LVMWD.com with “Missing
Piece” in the subject line. Include your mailing address,
you could be the next winner! Prizes awarded monthly to
ten winners randomly selected from the correct responses.
Watch for the answer in the next issue of The Current Flow.
Previous issue’s Missing Piece answer:

The Current Flow

Stay up-to-date on water
issues, conservation, tours,
and more, follow us on:

Issue #1 ~ 2012

Huell Howser Films at LVMWD
California’s iconic historian Huell Howser visited LVMWD to
shoot part of an installment in the California’s Water series
that will be aired on public broadcasting outlets throughout
the state in 2012.
Huell came to explore some of the unseen infrastructure that
helps deliver clean, safe and reliable potable water to the
homes, schools and businesses in the LVMWD service area.
Along the way he toured the main delivery point for water to
the District, visited a pump station, a storage tank site and

Las Virgenes Reservoir in Westlake Village. He was also
quite taken with the scenery in our region and described it
with the Howser trademark, “Amazing!”
The video is the last scheduled episode in the California’s
Water series, which traces the state’s waters from its origins
as rain and snow in the Sierras to the delivery to customers
throughout the state, all woven into Huell Howser’s unique
storytelling style.

Most irrigation controllers have a part that
needs periodic replacement. What is it?
Answer:
The back-up battery

Pocket Full of Color Gardens
If you have a colorful smaller garden space, or want to create a dramatic splash of color or texture in a corner, consider these
varieties of plants. While not drought tolerant, by installing in a small space, water consumption will be reduced.

Japanese Barberry29

Berberis thunbergii

Aeonium44

A deciduous shrub
that is hardy in colder
zones. Yellow spring
ﬂowers are followed by
fall berries; deep green
leaves turn yellow, red,
and orange in the fall.
Requires moderate
amount of water.
4-6’ h x 4’ w

A good selection for pots
or in the ground, this succulent has striking colored
rosettes. Trimming will
encourage new shoots.
‘Sunburst’ is very showy –
a single plant is sufﬁcient
to make a statement
alone. 18” h x 24” w

Bracted Strawﬂower43

Helichrysum
bracteatum

Aeonium decorum
‘Sunburst’

This annual plant
blooms from summer
until frost. Flowers, in
various colors, can be
used in dried arrangements. 2-3’ h x 1’ w

Crocosmia29

29

Louis M. Landry;

Sword-like leaves grow
in basal clusters. Flowers
in orange, red, or yellow
appear in the summer.
Suitable for cutting,
ﬂowers will last 2 weeks.
2.5-3’ h x 2.5’ w

43

Nick Kurzenko;

44

Top right: Some 20 feet underground, Huell sees where water from the
Metropolitan Water District is delivered to LVMWD. Note the large pipes in
the background.
Right: The view from the Morrison storage tank site is “Amazing!”
Below: Huell ﬁnishes his visit at Las Virgenes Reservoir where billions of
gallons are stored until needed. That’s a wrap!

Crocosmia masoniorum

For more information, go to www. LVMWD.com/Conservation/Native Plant Guide or check out the Garden and Landscape Classes.
To find a local retailer to purchase native plants, go to BeWaterWise (http://www.bewaterwise.com/retailers.html).
Photo Credit:

Above: Huell and LVMWD General Manager John Mundy at the
Calabasas Pump Station
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Compost Facility Closed for Maintenance

Capturing Rain Water?

Board of Directors

Here are some hints to follow!
The Rancho Las Virgenes Composting Facility (RLV) is
temporarily closed for some much-needed reﬁtting.

captured during the treatment process are used to provide
electrical and heat energy at the facility.

First opened in 1994, with just two other brief shutdowns,
RLV has been processing biosolids removed during the
water reclamation process and turning those materials
into high-quality garden compost. The ﬁnished compost
material has earned a coveted “Class A – Exceptional
Quality” rating from the US Environmental Protection
Agency. As an added beneﬁt, biosolids that were formerly
injected in ﬁelds or sent to landﬁlls are now able to be
beneﬁcially reused. Adding to the “reuse” concept, gasses

During the shutdown, RLV will undergo several upgrades,
including the replacement of some roof supports and
maintenance on the facility’s conveyor system. As a
temporary measure during the shutdown period, biosolids
will be transported for safe disposal elsewhere. When
the refurbishing is done, it will take several weeks before
compost is again available to the community; check www.
LVMWD.com for an announcement as to when compost
is again available for Saturday pickup.

Storing rain water is one way
to be more water-efﬁcient but
the practice has to be done
carefully. In our climate, a “rain
barrel” or similar storage device
can provide a temporary source
of water for garden or potted
plants. If not done properly, your
rain barrel could also provide a
breeding ground for mosquitos
that carry West Nile virus.
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Does it make sense to capture rainwater? Of course every drop of water you
conserve makes a difference but whether or not it’s worth the expense and effort
depends on how much area you plan to irrigate. In our region, a typical lawn
requires about ﬁve feet of water annually. We generally receive about a foot of
rain each year, leaving a four-foot deﬁcit for turf. Storing four feet of water for
each square foot of your lawn area would require a very large reservoir and
would also presume you could capture enough runoff to ﬁll it. However, using
a rain barrel to water house plants or certain garden areas can be a way to
use less potable water.

“Pipe Insurance”
Not Endorsed by LVMWD

Stay current on construction
projects at www.LVMWD.com
Click on “Construction Updates”

In some areas, customers may receive a solicitation
for ﬁnancial protection against the breakage of the
waterline that runs between the water meter and
their home. LVMWD has no afﬁliation with these
programs nor does the District endorse any speciﬁc
coverage carrier.
For the record, LVMWD is
responsible for the water
lines up to and including the
meter that serves a property.
Anything after the meter is
the customer’s responsibility.
LVMWD encourages residents
to examine offers for waterline
coverage carefully.
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http://www.rainbarrelsandmore.com/
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According to the L.A. County Department
of Public Health, rain barrels must have a
screened inﬂow opening, a spigot or hose bib
and an overﬂow pipe and must be labeled to
indicate non-potable use only. The system
cannot be connected to the domestic water
supply in any way and it cannot be pressurized
or sprayed. Importantly, it must be installed per
the manufacturer’s instructions and in accord
with the requirements of local agencies.

Board meetings are scheduled at
5 p.m. on the second and fourth
Tuesday of each month.
See web site for meeting and
agenda information.

Only you can decide if the effort and expense
are worth your investment. For example, 55
gallons of water (the size of a typical “barrel”)
purchased from LVMWD in the lowest usage
tier costs 13 cents; in the highest (fourth) usage
tier, it would cost 32 cents

818.251.2180

Customer Service 818.251.2200

After hours emergency 818.251.2100

Construction Hotline Rancho Las Virgenes
Composting Facility
Compost Giveaway
Hours: Saturdays 8:00 am - 1:00 pm
(except holidays)

Rebate Information
www.LVMWD.com ~ Conservation

NOW is the Time to Save Water!
Late winter should be the time your
home or business uses the least
water. Why?
Because of reduced sunshine
and cool temperatures, your lawn
and garden plants are either
“hibernating” or growing very little.
As a result, they need very little
water and with any luck Mother

Nature will provide some free
water that falls from the sky.
Take advantage of this lowdemand period and either turn off
your irrigation controller or greatly
reduce its watering schedule to
one or two days per week. You’ll
save water and save money.

Potable Water
Recycled Water
Wastewater Treatment
Biosolids Composting

4232 Las Virgenes Road
Calabasas, CA 91302
www.LVMWD.com
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