THE MISSING PIECE

At Your Service. . .
Bathroom Trashcans

Name two rebates available to
LVMWD customers
for water-saving devices.

Do you have more than one
trashcan in your bathroom?
A small regular one and the toilet?
Only natural waste and toilet
paper should go into the toilet. All
other items such as used tissues,
hair, plastics, and personal
hygiene products should go
into the trash can. Wastewater
treatment systems process only
natural waste – foreign materials
are not ground up or incorporated
in any way. All the unnatural
waste has to be removed before
wastewater can be cleaned,
disinfected and used as recycled
water for irrigation. Remember
- If it didn’t come from you, it
doesn’t belong in the toilet.

Send your response to:
The Missing Piece, LVMWD, 4232 Las Virgenes Road, Calabasas,
CA 91302, or submit your answer electronically by sending
an e-mail to dlow@LVMWD.com with “Missing Piece” in the
subject line. Please include your mailing address in case
you are a winner! Prizes awarded monthly to ten winners
randomly selected from the correct responses. Watch for the
answer in the next issue of The Current Flow.
Previous issue’s Missing Piece answer:
Why is LVMWD’s current potable water construction
project called “ The Backbone Improvement Plan”?
Answer:
It will provide customers with more reliable service
in normal operations and will improve service to the
east end of the District when the outside water supply
from MWD is unavailable due to maintenance or an
unplanned service interruption.
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Compost Facility Reopens
Free Community Compost Available Again
Just in time to help your soil recover from the summer
growing season, the Rancho Las Virgenes Composting
Facility is now open after its refurbishment. Compost
is again available for pickup each Saturday from 8 a.m.
to 1 p.m.
The “Community Compost” produced at Rancho Las
Virgenes has earned the highest US EPA rating, “Class
A – Exceptional Quality.” That means it meets very
stringent standards and certifies that it’s safe for use in
gardens where crops are grown for human consumption.
RLV compost is exceptional in another way; because
there is virtually no manufacturing in our region, there’s
no concern about the presence of heavy metals, which
is one of the many items for which it’s tested.

Experienced gardeners and professional landscape
firms rely on RLV compost; coming back again and
again. If you’ve never tried it, bring a small sealable
container, a strong plastic bag, or a tarp to cover your
pickup truck bed. We’ll supply the shovels and the
compost, you supply the labor. Your soil and landscape
will appreciate the rich nutrients through the next
growing season.
For more information on RLV
compost and its proper use, visit
the LVMWD website or use this
QR Code with your smart phone.

It’s water wise to group plants in an area with common water needs. If they share a common color family, especially blue, a
calm and refreshing space is created. With various bloom times there will be color most of the year.

Romariumus officinalis

Blue-eyed Grass 10

Rosemary 9

Sisyrinchium bellum

A Mediterranean native
available as upright or
trailing, with fragrant
spiky leaves. Tiny blue
flowers appear from
spring to fall. Trimming
enhances shape.
1 – 8’ ’h x 3 - 4’w

A re-seeding native
perennial with leaves
that look like tiny iris, the
umbrella-like clusters of
flowers appear in spring.
Leaves will die back after
blooming season. 4-6” h
x 1’ w

Cleveland Sage 11

Salvia clevelandii

Blue Flax

1

Linum lewisii
A small native perennial
with many sky blue flowers in the early spring,
above narrow leaves.
Trimming after blooming
season will help keep
shape. 2 - 3’ h x 2-3’ w

A native evergreen
shrub with gray-green
leaves that are very fragrant. Violet/blue whorls
of flowers appear on
1+’ stems from spring to
summer. 3-4’ h x 4’ w

For more information, go to www. LVMWD.com/Conservation/Native Plant Guide or check out the Garden and Landscape Classes.
To find a local retailer to purchase native plants, go to BeWaterWise (http://www.bewaterwise.com/retailers.html).
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Summer Water Bills
If your water bill seems higher, remember, water use
during the warm summer days is included in this
service bill. Irrigation, swimming pools and increased
loads of laundry are a few factors that make summer
the peak season for water use. You can compare
your use to that from last year by examining previous
bills or by signing up for electronic statements, a free
service that’s available at the LVMWD web site.
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No Drugs Down the Drain!
In the “old days” we were told to flush unused or expired pharmaceuticals down the drain. Now we know that trace amounts
of certain drugs can be detected in some of the nation’s waterways where wastewater is released. Building and operating
systems to remove these substances can be very costly. It’s
much smarter to keep unused drugs and personal care products
from the waste stream through proper disposal.
If there are expired or unused prescription drugs in your home,
ask your pharmacy if they will accept them for safe disposal;
or, take them to the Lost Hills Sheriff Station at 27050 Agoura
Road where there are safe disposal receptacles near the front
entrance and “no questions asked” as to the origins. As a last
alternative, you can crush the materials and mix with dirt. Place it back in the bottle, seal the top with tape and
place in the trash for safe disposal at a landfill.
The best way to protect our water resources, and to help control treatment costs, is to keep harmful substances and high concentrations of drugs or personal care products out of the wastewater system in the first place.

Rebate$ - $ave Water, $ave Money
Most of the water delivered by LVMWD is used outdoors, which makes that
the best area to reduce water use. The autumn and winter months are ideal
times to make water-saving changes in your landscaping and irrigation equipment.
You may qualify for some financial help to assist your efforts, as LVMWD, the
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California and other agencies have
teamed up to offer rebate programs designed to help conserve water at your
home.
There’s also an incentive on a high-efficiency washing machine replacement,
which is another large water-user. The current rebate programs include:
The “Mow No Mow” front lawn
replacement program with a rebate
of up to $2,500, based on square
footage, to assist with installing a
“California Friendly” landscape.
Rotating irrigation nozzle replacement; $4 per nozzle, 15 nozzle minimum.
Weather-Based Irrigation Controller – For qualifying models: less than one
acre, $85; greater than one acre, $25 per station

Meet the Biggest Water User in Most Homes!
It’s not the washing machine or the toilet – it’s probably your irrigation system.
It sits there silently, usually in a garage or utility room,
yet for many homes it’s the device that controls the
most water throughout the year. Autumn is a great
time to give some attention to your irrigation controller – and reduce your water use.

Reduce the number of days you water each week.
Plants don’t need as much water in autumn and
winter because there’s less sunlight to dry up your
plants.
Reduce the watering time for each zone. Your plants
will “tell” you if they need more. If you’ve misplaced
the manual for your controller, chances are good you
can download a replacement from the manufacturer’s
website.
Replace the backup battery found in most controllers. That battery helps it retain your programmed
watering schedule in case there’s a power failure. If
the battery is dead and the power goes out, many
controllers return to a default program that waters
excessively.
If you have an older controller, consider upgrading to
a newer electronic unit that supports multiple programs. Even better, consider a new Weather-Based
Irrigation Controller. They cost more but can save by
applying the right amount of water to maintain your
landscape throughout the year. See the information
on rebates elsewhere in this edition.

High Efficiency Clothes Washer - $80 for qualifying machines
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It’s important to know the details on these programs
BEFORE you take action. Information can be found
at www.socalwatersmart.com, or call (888) 376-3314.
Rebate programs are subject to change, so be sure to
verify your choice before you make a purchase.

Customer Service 818.251.2200

www.socalwatersmart.com

After hours emergency 818.251.2100

Don’t Provide a Home for West Nile Virus
Again this year, West Nile Virus has
been in the news. Transmitted by
mosquitoes, victims can become
seriously ill, with sometimes fatal
results. Animals are also susceptible,
from wild birds up through larger
animals like horses.
To help curtail the transmission of
West Nile Virus, inspect your home for areas where water collects that may
provide an area for mosquitoes to breed. Birdbaths,
rain gutters, flower pots, sprinkler cans, pet bowls,
even puddles left from irrigation are all it takes for
mosquitoes to reproduce in significant numbers.
For more information on how to prevent the spread of
West Nile Virus, visit the Greater L.A. County Vector
Control District’s website: http://glacvcd.org/
http://glacvcd.org/

Construction Hotline 818.251.2180

Rancho Las Virgenes
Composting Facility

RLV Community Compost
available this fall.
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