At Your Service. . .

THE MISSING PIECE
How is the newspaper
Las Virgenes Enterprise
connected to LVMWD’s early
history?

Water Supply for Firefighters
When there’s a need for water
to ﬁght ﬁres in our service area,
LVMWD hydrants and reservoirs
are at the ready. In addition to the
traditional source of water provided
through hydrants for ﬁre hoses, our
recycled water reservoirs have
been used by water-dropping
helicopters to ﬁll their tanks – a
key part of fire management
in our region. Ensuring water
tank levels and line pressures to
provide critical water supplies to
ﬁreﬁghters are just some of the
ways LVMWD serves customers.

Send your response to:
The Missing Piece, LVMWD, 4232 Las Virgenes
Road, Calabasas, CA 91302, or visit our web
site at www.LVMWD.com and send your answer
through Feedback and Inquiries.
Inquiries Prizes awarded
monthly to ten winners randomly selected from
the correct responses.
Previous issue’s Missing Piece answer:

As part of the mandatory
conservation measures, when
should irrigation occur?

The Current Flow
Issue #5 ~ 2008

Drought

Grip on State and LVMWD

Water agencies across California are feeling deepening
impacts from the statewide drought, with no relief in
sight. LVMWD and dozens of other water providers have
implemented mandatory conservation measures but
additional – and more severe – conservation steps may
be necessary if another “dry” winter occurs.

Locally, the City of Los Angeles is imposing a $100 ﬁne
for “ﬁrst offense” conservation violations. Long Beach
has also enacted several strong conservation measures.
In September, LVMWD mailed a notice of conservation
measures to each customer and agricultural customers
have had allocations reduced by 30 percent.
The Association of California Water
Agencies reports that 40 percent of
its members have declared a supply
or drought alert, 25 percent have
imposed restrictions on outdoor
watering (including LVMWD), and 83
percent of the agencies anticipate
implementing stronger conservation
measures in the near future.

Capacity vs. Actual - September 1, 2008
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Answer: Before 10 a.m. and after 5 p.m.
3,5 38,000
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A Variety of Lupines

Plan ahead for a spring show of beauty by planting lupines. Attractive to butterﬂies, lupines come in many varieties, some
growing as carpets of annuals and others as garden perennials or shrubs. Trimming will keep plants sturdy and compact.
The foliage and blossom colors will delight any gardener.
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Silver Bush Lupine*

Lupinus albifrons

Yellow Bush Lupine@

One of the most variable lupines, often a
shrub; narrow leaﬂets
covered with silky
hairs; purple-blue to
reddish violet ﬂowers
on tall stems, often
with sweet fragrance.
6-4’ h x 4’ w

Broad-leaf Lupine#

Sky Lupine#

Lupinus nanus

Lupinus latifolius
Perennial with large
broad grey leaves and
showy medium blue-purple ﬂowers. 4’ h x 4’ w

Easy to grow from
seed sown in the fall or
winter, this annual bears
blue ﬂowers marked
with white. Self sows if
there is little competition; good for bare
slopes and banks.
8-24” h x 9-12” w

#

Br. Alfred Brousseau, Saint Mary’s
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printed on recycled paper~09/08 23Mdp

The need for conservation is real. With
shorter days and cooler temperatures,
reduce outdoor irrigation to one or two
days a week and only during the hours
of darkness.

If rain occurs, be sure to turn off your
irrigation system before, during and
after the rain event. Examine your
Water levels at three key State Water Project reservoirs are critically low.
home for leaks, inside and outdoors.
In the Central Valley, ﬁelds lay fallow and orchards have Consider changing signiﬁcant portions of your landscape
been trimmed as farmers ﬁght to save trees, with a to “California Friendly” plantings. Call LVMWD and ask for
considerable loss to their incomes. Secondary impacts a home or business water-use audit.
include a very high level of unemployment among farm There are dozens of ways to conserve water that only
workers and reduced purchases for farm equipment and require a bit of effort and little in the way of sacriﬁce.
supplies. The resulting reduction in farm produce is likely Find them at our web site, www.LVMWD.com under
to drive food prices higher.
“Conservation.”
S to rag e C ap acity A cre-F t

W ater S to red A cre-F t

HOAs ~ What You Can Do!
The LVMWD Speaker’s Bureau would
like to make a brief presentation to
every Homeowner’s Association in

For more information on these waterwise plants, go to the Conservation section of our web site - www.LVMWD.com. To find a local
retailer to purchase native plants, go to BeWaterWise (http://www.bewaterwise.com/retailers.html).
Photo Credit:

San Luis
Reservoir

Lupinus arboreus
Shrubby with yellow ﬂowers (blue ﬂower types
available), and lemony
fragrance; grows erect,
stem stout and gnarled;
leaﬂets generally deep
to pale green above
and light green to gray
beneath. 5’ h x 4’ w

What Can You Do?

2,039,000
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the District’s service area. To book
a date, please call 818-251-2200 and
ask for the Speaker’s Bureau.
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Citizens Recognized for Contributions to
Water Conservation and Leadership

LVMWD’s 50 t h Anniversary

- Par t 3
Campaigning for water and more challenges.

Creating a water agency required voter approval and
an election was set for February 25, 1958. While there
appeared to be support in favor of establishing a water
district, there were some who opposed it, based on antiMetropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWD)
views, and preferred annexation to Los Angeles. The
committee campaigned hard and stressed that the plan they
proposed was viable. When the votes were counted, there
was a 64% approval for the formation of the Las Virgenes
Municipal Water District.

The LVMWD Citizens Committee 1958
At the same election, voters selected the ﬁrst Board of
Directors which convened for the ﬁrst time on April 7, 1958.
The new board was faced with continuing negotiations with
MWD, opposing attempts by the City of Los Angeles to
annex part of the Water District, and convincing Calleguas
MWD board members to join them in bringing water to the
region. Support from the residents was again solicited and
the LVMWD Citizens Committee was formed in August
1958. More than 300 people attended the ﬁrst meeting on
October 23, 1958.

Individuals and businesses that were instrumental in the
early successes of the new board included Frank P. Doherty,
attorney for the district beginning in 1958. His experience in
water issues was invaluable and on his recommendation the
engineering ﬁrm of Leeds, Hill and Jewett was employed to
develop a study for bringing MWD water to the Las Virgenes
and Calleguas areas. Another early promoter was the Las
Virgenes Enterprise, a monthly newspaper that began
publication in October 1958. Founded and published by
Hidden Hills residents Eleanor de Carteret and Alice Stelle,
the ﬁrst issue stated it was dedicated to the “securing of a
source of imported water within the means of all residents
of the Las Virgenes Municipal Water District.”
Pressures for annexation continued as the City of LA gained
control of the Platt Ranch west of Canoga Park and the
board learned Warner Brothers had applied for annexation
of their ranch. With Hidden Hills residents leaning toward
DWP’s offer of water if they annexed, the new LVMWD
board saw a potential drop of 25% in the total valuation
of the district which would impact consideration for MWD
membership. Fortunately, once the residents of Hidden Hills
realized the costs of annexation, the proposal from LVMWD
seemed more appealing. Residents Macneil Stelle, Luceil
Strauss, and Norman De Carteret found that withdrawing
the annexation proposal was not easy, but they persisted
by gaining support to incorporate Hidden Hills as its own
city and remain part of the Las Virgenes area.
Another early challenge for the new board was the potential
withdrawal of Calleguas Municipal Water District from MWD
partnership. Calleguas continued to consider receiving water
from Los Angeles DWP or Sespe Creek. The possibility of
losing more customers again threatened a partnership with
MWD. In 1959 and early 1960, the possibility of importing
water seemed remote.
Next Issue: Persistence and community support bring results.

Environmental Water Science Workshop – July 2008
For one week this summer, several local high school students
explored the world of water in a pilot educational outreach
program conducted by LVMWD staff. With a focus on
students interacting with water and environmental science
professionals, each day started with a concise overview,
followed by activities such as field trips to significant
locations throughout the Malibu Creek Watershed, and
hands-on experiments and demonstrations. Topics included
natural and urban watershed issues, wastewater and
potable water supplies and treatment, public policy and
governance, and water quality. The workshop concluded
with a student-led presentation to the LVMWD board.
Students were then individually recognized by the board
for their participation in the program.

For information about EWS-2009 watch for announcements
next spring.
Rebecca
Peters,
Nicolas
Cho, Brent
Ransenberg,
Director
Charlie
Caspary,
Katie Harp,
Wes Patton
at July 22,
2008 board
meeting.

As part of the District’s year-long celebration of 50 years of service to the region,
the LVMWD board is recognizing “outstanding citizens” for their contributions to
the development of LVMWD, conservation efforts or watershed stewardship:

Las Virgenes
Municipal Water District
Board of Directors

Division 1
Charles Caspary
Treasurer

Division 2
Glen Peterson

MWD Representative

Division 3
Lee Renger

Vice President

Division 4
Joseph M. Bowman
President

Division 5
Jeffery A. Smith

August – Agoura Animal Shelter for

installing artiﬁcial turf in its kennels.

Secretary

General Manager
John R. Mundy

September – Mr. Will Stokes (pictured

here with LVMWD Board President,
Joe Bowman) of Agoura was
recognized for his leadership during
LVMWD’s early years while serving as
Chief Engineer and General Manager
from the 1960s to the early 1980s.

District Counsel
Wayne K. Lemieux
Board meetings are scheduled at
5 p.m. on the second and fourth
Tuesday of each month.
See web site for meeting and
agenda information.
Customer Service 818.251.2200

After hours emergency -

October

- Albert and Mary Parisi of Agoura Hills were
commended for their water conservation efforts by installing
attractive artiﬁcial turf as part of their home’s landscaping.

Reduce Irrigation Times!
It’s time to “fall back” on
the amount of time your
irrigation system operates.
Cooler weather and shorter
daylight hours greatly
reduce the amount of water
your lawn and garden plants
require. Watering twice a
week should be more than
enough.
Be sure to visit our website
for a “reminder poster” you
can print to hang on your
garage door or refrigerator
that carries the message to
turn the sprinklers off when
it rains.

818.251.2100

Rancho Las Virgenes
Composting Facility

Compost Giveaway
Hours: Saturdays 8:00 am - 1:00 pm
(except holidays)

Rebate Information
www.LVMWD.com ~ Conservation

Potable Water
Recycled Water
Wastewater Treatment
Biosolids Composting

4232 Las Virgenes Road
Calabasas, CA 91302
www.LVMWD.com
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